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SUMMARY OF WORK THUS FAR 
Throughout the unit, learners have worked in inquiry circles to investigate different ecosystems. 
Specifically, they have looked at the interactions between the living and nonliving components in an 
ecosystem. They also learned about important food chains made up of producers, consumers, and 
decomposers that live in diverse environments. Guided science investigations were conducted on a 
“mystery substance” later identified as algae—the primary producers in aquatic ecosystems. 

With their Inquiry Charts completed and their synthesis statements and evidence-based claims written, 
learners are ready to begin the culminating activity. They will also use information in their science 
notebooks and the class-generated lists of information and questions as resources to draw from. 

You might anticipate that learners will spend 2 days working on their projects as they make connections 
between their text-based inquiry and science investigation. We suggest about 90 minutes for each day 
of preparation, but you can decide how much time to allow based on schedule and learner need. After 
the 2 days of preparation, you will need to plan 1 day for presenting their work at a “science meeting.” 

Day 13: Preparing for a Science Meeting (Part 1)

 Children are introduced to the culminating project for the unit and 
make a plan to share what they have learned about the organisms they 
have researched and the science investigation they have conducted. 

Literacy Strategy: culminating activity (part 1) Reading TEKS 

ELA.3.13E, ELA.3.13H 

CCSS 
W.3.2, SL.3.1, 

SL.3.1.A 

Science Concept: when an investigation is complete, 
scientists examine the details of their data carefully, 
looking for information that will help them explain 
the results. 

Science TEKS 
2018–19: 3.2D, 3.2F 

2024–25: 3.1E, 3.1F, 
3.2B, 3.3B 

NGSS 

3-LS4-1, 3LS4-3

Science and Literacy Connection: at the end of an investigation, scientists share new knowledge with 
others in many ways including scientific presentations, published papers, and the media. 

Culminating Activity  

Culminating Activity 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON REPORTING LIKE A SCIENTIST 
It is important for scientists to report their findings so that new information can be shared across the 
scientific community. At science meetings, scientists summarize their findings and engage in discussions 
with others who share their interests. Meetings can be small, with only members of a specific science 
team, or they can be larger venues where scientists from diverse disciplines in the scientific community 
are in attendance. Either way, the purpose of the meetings is to look at the data generated by specific 
investigations. 

There are several things that the scientific community expects at these meetings; these are things to 
note and talk about with children as they prepare for the culminating activity. For example, when 
reading, writing, and talking to other scientists, scientists use scientific language to accurately explain 
scientific concepts. Children will practice using scientific language in their culminating project as well as 
in their presentation. 

CHOICES FOR CULMINATING PROJECT 
We have provided three visual modes for the teacher to consider as a culminating project: a model, an 
infographic, or a poster. Detailed information about each of these options can be found in the 
“Culminating Project” document in “Supporting Files” for Day 13. The teacher may modify the 
requirements; the teacher may also decide which of the three options best fits the needs of the class or 
give learners the opportunity to choose between two or three options.  

We do not intend for you to hand the project document to the children—rather, it is to be used as a 
guide for the kind of product you want the children to work on. 

Completed projects will be presented on the final day of the unit in a science meeting format in which 
team members can stand together to present their project and answer questions from the audience and 
other classroom scientists. 

MATERIALS  
Each team needs: 

• science notebooks with all documents, notes, etc.
• materials to make the chosen product, including traditional materials (e.g., paper and

writing/drawing materials)
• access to team Inquiry Charts, Team Data Logs, and Team CER Charts

SETUP 
•  Designate a central location where children can access all the materials needed for their

culminating project.
•  If using technology, ensure that each team has access to information as needed.

INTRODUCING THE CULMINATING PROJECT 
•  Tell learners what the purpose of the activity is: to create a product that will show their

expertise in the topic and that other scientists can use to learn about their topic.
•  After deciding what the product will be (a model, infographic, or poster), the teacher will need

to provide specific instructions.
•  Let learners know that they will have 2 days to work on their product and that they will present

their product during a classroom science meeting on the last day of the unit.
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•  Tell learners that they have some decisions to make before they start their product. They will plan
their product today and should consider the following:

o What information will they include in their product?
o Where will that information come from (e.g., Inquiry Charts, Team Data Logs, Team CER

Charts, science investigation data)?
o What claim(s) have they made based on observations and investigations?
o What evidence do they have to support the claim(s)?
o How will they present their information and where in the product will they place it?
o Their audience (fellow scientists) will expect them to use science language. What technical

words and phrases might they need to include in their books?
o What graphic features will they include in their product (e.g., headings, bold words, pictures

and captions, graphs or charts, labeled diagrams)?
o What job will each team member have in making the product?

• Invite learners to create a graphic organizer (optional) to help them organize their information and
plan their product.

After the project has been explained and questions have been answered, children will begin working on 
a plan for their product while the teacher moves around, supporting the teams, offering guidance as 
needed, and asking questions about their work. Listen for the reasoning and justification learners use in 
making their decisions. Look for learners who may not be engaged in the conversations and ask them 
what their thoughts are. 

• A claim is a statement of what you think is true based on observation and evidence.
• Evidence is data collected from the investigation that supports (backs up) explanations and

answers.
• Data are facts and information (such as images, words, and measurements) collected during an

investigation.
• Reasoning means thinking about and explaining how the evidence supports a claim.
• Analyze to means to carefully examine details or specific information.

Expanded Standards 

Reading TEKS 

ELA.3.13E & ELA.3.13H: Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The 
student engages in both short-term and sustained recursive inquiry processes for a variety of 
purposes. The student is expected to: (E) demonstrate understanding of information gathered; (H) 
use an appropriate mode of delivery, whether written, oral, or multimodal, to present results. 

Science Language 
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CCSS 

W.3.2: write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly. SL.3.1: engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in teams, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and
expressing their own clearly. SL.3.1A: come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required
material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore
ideas under discussion.

NGSS 

3-LS4-1: analyze and Interpret data to make sense of phenomena using logical reasoning. 3-LS4-3:
construct an argument with evidence.

Science TEKS 

2018–19: 2.D: analyze and interpret patterns in data to construct reasonable explanations based on 
evidence from investigations. 2.F: communicate valid conclusions supported by data in writing, by 
drawing pictures, and through verbal discussion. 

2020–24: 1.E: collect observations and measurements as evidence. 1.F: construct appropriate graphic 
organizers to collect data, including tables, bar graphs, line graphs, tree maps, concept maps, Venn 
diagrams, flow charts or sequence maps, and input-output tables that show cause and effect. 2.B: 
analyze data by identifying any significant features, patterns, or sources of error. 3.B: communicate 
explanations and solutions individually and collaboratively in a variety of settings and formats. 


